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TO: RI Senate Committee on Health & Human Services

One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 

COMMENTS RE: S2458 & 2459, LABELING OF 

GENETICALLY MODIFIED INGREDIENTS (GMOs)

RESEARCH:  No one can claim certainty about their positions.  Research is limited and sometimes biased by commercial funding & influence. Some substances approved for human consumption have had to be removed from the market later because of bad health effects. 

(See www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6759000) 
WORLD PRACTICES  64 governments around the world have felt it prudent to label GMO ingredients in food products. (See: http://gmoinside.org/64-countries-around-the-world-label-ge-food)  If there is “no evidence” of possible harm, why would so many take such action?  The labeling of GMO ingredients in other countries has not resulted in any significant Increase in food costs. Companies change labels all the time, including most recently for RGBH, with a disclaimer about potential harm:  www.naturalnews.com/031399_GMOs_food_labeling.html#ixzz2i2PWiWdZ))
HERBICIDES:  There is no question that GMOs have been designed to withstand applications of herbicides such as RoundUp that could damage non-GMO plantings.  So, GMOs result in increased pesticide use.  And, using billions of gallons of pesticides a year has created "superbugs" and "superweeds," pests and plants that have outsmarted GMO technology.   A technology that promised to help farmers is now causing never-before-seen pest problems, and ones that call for even greater chemical use.  Herbicide-resistant crop technology has led to a 527 million pound increase in herbicide use in the U.S. between 1996 and 2011.  

ECONOMY: Monsanto seems to be attempting to dominate the industry, buying up seed companies like Seminis and Emergent.  The Department of Justice’s anti-trust investigation of Monsanto includes statements from many farmers and 14 attorney generals who noted that the price of seeds was going up rapidly partly due to the fee for patented seeds.  (Which also can’t be saved for another year). Given the increasing consumer concern about GMOs, Rhode Island’s farmers could benefit greatly by labeling.  By offering a clear alternative to factory farmed and genetically modified corporate controlled products, independent farmers could increase their share of the food dollar in our state.  Diversity of options would benefit all – except corporate would-be monopolies.

HEALTH: There are competing claims about the potential effects of GMOs and their accompanying herbicides on human health.  Proponents & producers say “perfectly safe”.  Independent sources raise questions & concerns.  The American Academy of Environmental Medicine has stated that, “GM foods pose a serious health risk in the areas of toxicology, allergy & immune function, reproductive, metabolic, physiologic & genetic health & are without benefit.  www.aaemonline.org/gmopost.html  The studies used for government approval of GMO crops are conducted by the very same corporations that create the seeds.  These studies generally are short-term and aren't reviewed by other scientists. There are no independent, long-term studies investigating how this new genetic experiment affects human health, although some emerging research suggests the genetically altered foods could cause organ damage and food allergies.

There are many reports from individuals that suffer such reactions to GMOs.  Here’s one”

 “I can’t prove that if I eat GM foods or products that contain them, I get severe stomach pains, itching and many other symptoms. My husband can’t prove that he gets hives and itching when he eats foods with canola oil, and cottonseed oil.  We can’t even ‘prove’ that we ever ate GMOs, because they are not truthfully labeled. They have never been ‘proven’ to be safe for humans.   There are no tests for allergies or adverse reactions to them. No tracking of any illnesses they may cause. And people are ignored if they complain about GM foods making them sick. If GMOs are so safe, why are millions of dollars being spent to prevent the labeling of GMOs. 

”Could be, if GMOs are labeled, people who are sickened by them, can prove they ate them. No food is safe for everyone.  Many people are allergic to certain foods, and others are not. I’m allergic to some foods, but can eat peanuts, eggs, milk and other foods that many are allergic to. I have Celiac and have to avoid wheat, others do not. But the biotech and food industries can’t seem to grasp the fact that there are people who do have to avoid foods that make them ill.  And that applies to adulterated GMOs, too.  Label the damn things, and those of us who have to avoid them, can.  People who can safely eat them, can.  This is not rocket science. It is called Common Sense”.

I call on state legislators to pass a bill requiring the labeling of GMO ingredients in food products for human consumption.  Connecticut has done it, Maine has done it and Vermont has done it! 

Let us join them in doing the right thing for the people of Rhode Island.

On behalf of my organization and myself as a Rhode Island citizen, I strongly state that, with the lack of clarity and unanimity about the effects of GMOs on agriculture, health & control of our food supply, we have the right to make the choice for ourselves whether or not to buy and eat them  (Corporate interests have the right to spend some of their millions of dollars on advertising to convince me to buy their products – but not to force them on me, without my knowledge or consent). 
PLEASE PASS A GMO LABELING BILL FOR RHODE ISLAND!

Blessings,

[image: image1.png]



Liberty Goodwin, Director

Toxics Information Project (TIP)

P.O. Box 40572, Providence, RI 02940

Tel. 401-351-9193, liberty@toxicsinfo.org 

Website:  www.toxicsinfo.org 

******************************************************************************************************************

